ESGE member society questionnaire
ESGE member
Current cleaning and disinfection practices in your country: ESGE Guideline or more stringent guideline?
Whether PAA or other disinfectants than GA are being used for cleaning and disinfection and, if so, whether you have a noticed an increase in repair or other dramatic side effects for the endoscope.
Austria:
Endoscopic group of the Austrian Society of Gastroenterology Secretary General: Dr. F. Schreiber ESGE Guidelines (update in 1999) . There are no more stringent guidelines but I want to stress that there has been an increasing trend to implement single use accessories.
For manual disinfection which is still used (mainly in the private field) and is not banned by the recommendation of the Austrian society only 2 % GA permitted and it used without any dramatic side effects for the endoscopes. No other disinfectants in use. According to the guidelines manual disinfection of endoscopes should be entirely avoided. I am unaware of any registration which can tell us, who follows these guidelines and who does not. However, my feeling is that all hospitals in Denmark follow the guidelines. And practising gastroenterologists -at least some -are still performing a manual cleaning of the endoscope.
Belgium
I have no information on increasing repair or other side effects for the endoscopes when peracetic acid or other disinfectants than glutaraldehyde are being used, however, this is nothing that our own nurses report on -those of whom still remember the time when we had to disinfect the endoscopes manually. Endoscopes: Polish law (notification of general sanitary inspector) requires 60 minutes of soak in 2 % alkaline GA at room temperature for achieving tuberculocidal activity. Such soak time is required by sanitary inspectors for disinfection of any kind of endoscopes (influding bronchoscopy). The guidelines of the Polish Society of Gastroenterology, allow shortening of the disinfection time in 2 % alkaline GA at room temperature to 20 minutes, when two criteria are fulfilled: -before disinfection the endoscope undergoes the standardized process of meticulous mechanical cleaning, and the patient -was free of any disease that is potentially transmittable by endoscopy (e. g. tuberculosis, viral infections, etc.) For any other disinfectant the guidelines of the PSG suggest strict compliance with the requirements of the notification of General Sanitary Inspector Accessories: The Polish guidelines for decontamination of endoscopic accessories are identical to ESGE guidelines.
Certainly GA is the disinfectant most frequently used for manual disinfection. PAA is used very rarely. Of course, disinfectants provided by manufacturers of disinfection machines are used for automated disinfection. We have noticed few cases of damage (puncture) of outer sheath of the scopes using Steris System 1 due to its incompatibility with Olympus Evis scopes (however, it was apparently the error of disinfection nurses). We have not used PAA long enough to observe any other scope damage. We have not received such reports from Endoscopy group members.
Portugal:
Portuguese Society of Digestive Endoscopy Secretary General: Dr Bento Charrua SPED has recommendations about endoscopy cleaning and disinfection, (attached I send you a copy), which has been supplied to our members (on the Portuguese language)
There are few centres that use peracetic acid, and we, to this date, do not have any information about any accidents occurring in this regard. 
Romania

